
SAVING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
Mankato Place becomes an energy conservation leader at the state and national level 

Mankato Place Solar System Benefits
Environmental Benefits
•	16 kW Photovoltaic system will produce  
	 17,000 kWh of electricity per year.

•	That amount of solar energy generation  
	 prevents the release of 32,850 pounds of  
	 carbon dioxide(CO2), 80 pounds of sulfur  
	 dioxide (SO2), and 133 pounds of nitrous  
	 oxide (N2O) which would have been  
	 produced by generating similar energy 
	 using an coal powered utility. Preventing  
	 that much CO2 is equal to adding 1,840  
	 trees a year.

•	Over 30 years, this system will offset  
	 980,000  pounds or 490 tons of CO2.

Economic Benefits
•	Solar panels produce 6% annual power 
	 supply for connected building areas.

•	MN Solar Rebate Program, $2,000 per 
	 kW, up to 10 kW system.

•	Solar panels and daylighting work together  
	 to save 23% of power that would have  
	 otherwise been provided by the utility grid. 

Why Solar Power?
•	Adds value to business & homes.

• Solar panels have no moving parts.

•	  No transmission lines to site.

• No mining or transportation issues.

• Cleaner than any other fuel with zero emissions.

• More abundant than any other 
fuel on the planet

Advanced Daylighting In Mankato Place
Environmental Benefits
•	No matter what your personal view on  
	 environmental affairs, it is inarguable that  
	 anytime we can reduce carbon and toxic  
	 gas emissions into our air, we are better off.  
	 In other words, why use coal and petroleum 
	 based electricity to drive artificial lights  
	 when there is free light from the sun.

Economic Benefits
•	A reduction in energy use alone will  
	 provide a 15-35% Return on Investment. 

•	Artificial lights can be turned OFF.

Human Performance Benefits 
• 	Increased productivity from pronounced 
	 growth in morale.

•	Studies report up to 45% less employee 
	 absenteeism.

•	Up to 500% fewer workers comp claims.

•	Better visual performance translates into  
	 fewer errors and fewer accidents.

• School studies reported 20-26% increase  
	 in student test scores.

Imagine if you could turn off your lights an average of 9.2 hours per day! 
2008 solar panel installation on the roof of Mankato Place.
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Passive skylights just can’t match the comfort and intensity 
of light that comes from advanced daylighting. During the  
middle of a sunny day, a skylight transmits direct sunlight that 
creates glare and heat, pushing the skylight into the Red Zone. 
Advanced Daylighting spends over twice as long in the Green 
Zone, (over 50 footcandles) distributing a soft, diffused light 
and never extending into the Red Zone. 

Is The Dial Spinning?
Building And Office Efficiency
By utilizing renewable energy sources, technology, and  
conservation, energy use in Mankato Place has been  
reduced by 23% to served areas. Our goal is to continue 
to lead southern Minnesota in renewable energy use and 
building efficiency and to stimulate interest in renewable  
energy solutions.

Who Is Using Less Energy?
Senator’s Office
The office of the Minnesota Senator is equipped with  
daylighting technology and benefits from solar panel 
produced energy in the building’s common areas. This is  
a commitment toward our nation’s long term energy policy.

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
The office of the MPCA is equipped with daylighting  
technology and uses 33% of the energy produced by the  
solar panels. This puts it among the most efficient offices in 
the state.

Minnesota Workforce Center
The Minnesota Workforce Center uses 33% of the energy 
produced by the solar panels.

www.mankatoplacemn.com

“Conservation means the wise use of the earth and its resources for the lasting good of men” Gifford Pinchot

Tenants Of Mankato Place
The other Minnesota State offices and all of 
the tenants of Mankato place will enjoy long 
term energy savings produced on site by  
renewable energy sources.


